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1. EYI. REFTEL REPORTS MESSAGE ASAD HAS ASKED HUSSEIN TO 
CONVEY TO SHAH, KING KHALID, AND USG ABOUT GROWING SOVIET 
PRESSURES ON SYRIA BECAUSE OF ITS LEBANESE POLICIES. WE 
ARE ALSO REPEATING TO YOU OUR RESPONSE TO HUSSEIN. WE 
ASSUME SADAT WILL HEAR ABOUT THIS IN JIDDA EITHER FROM 
JORDANIANS (WE NOTE HUSSEIN IS SENDING AMER KHAMMASH TO 
SAUDI ARABIA TO BRIEF SADAT), OR FROM SAUDIS, OR BOTH. 

THIS OBVIOUSLY POSES DELICATE PROBLEM EOR US VIS-A-VIS 
EGYPTIANS, GIVEN THEIR LINGERING DISTRUST OE SYRIAN ROLE 
IN LEBANON AND PAST SUSPICIONS THAT WE WERE ENCOURAGING 
SYRIA IN THAT ROLE. IT IS OBVIOUSLY IMPORTANT EOR US TO 
INFORM SADAT OF ASAD/HUSSEIN APPROACH AND OF HOW WE ARE 
REPLYING, TO KEEP THIS EXCHANGE FROM SOWING ANY SEEDS OF 
SUSPICION BETWEEN EGYPTIANS AND US. YOU SHOULD THEREFORE 
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TO BE PASSED URGENTLY TO EAHMY AND SADAT. END EYE 

2. BEGIN MESSAGE. 

KING HUSSEIN HAS INFORMED US OE A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT 
ASAD, WHO SAYS THAT SYRIA IS COMING UNDER INCREASING 
SOVIET PRESSURE TO EORCE IT TO WITHDRAW EROM ITS ROLE IN 
LEBANON. ACCORDING TO HUSSEIN, ASAD IS ASKING FOR SUPPORT 
IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES. ASAD ASKED THAT THIS MESSAGE BE 
CONVEYED TO THE SHAH, KING KHALID AND THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT. WE UNDERSTAND THAT KING HUSSEIN WILL ALSO 
SEEK TO INFORM PRESIDENT SADAT IN JIDDA. WE KNOW THAT THE 
SOVIETS HAVE BEEN SIGNALLING INCREASING DISPLEASURE WITH 
SYRIA, AND IT SEEMS TO US TO BE IN OUR INTERESTS, AND 
CONSISTENT WITH PRESIDENT SADAT'S AND OUR LONG RUN 
STRATEGY, TO AVOID ANYTHING WHICH WOULD ENHANCE SOVIET 
INELUENCE IN SYRIA AND ENABLE SOVIETS TO DICTATE SYRIAN 
POLICY. WE ARE THEREEORE REPLYING TO HUSSEIN (AND WE 
ASSUME HE WILL CONVEY THIS TO ASAD) IN A GENERAL WAY. WE 
ARE SAYING THAT WE ARE INTERESTED IN SYRIA'S MAINTAINING 
ITS ABILITY TO PURSUE AN INDEPENDENT NATIONAL POLICY FREE 
OF SOVIET PRESSURE. OUR REPLY WILL ALSO SAY THAT WE WILL 
WATCH THE SITUATION CLOSELY BUT THAT WE NEED TO KNOW MORE 
PRECISELY WHAT PRESIDENT ASAD HAS IN MIND IN THE WAY OE 
SUPPORT. WE WILL ALSO RECALL IN OUR REPLY THE SUPPORT WE 
HAVE EXPRESSED FOR A POLITICAL SOLUTION IN LEBANON BASED 
ON THE FORMULA WORKED OUT IN JANUARY. 

3. WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING PRESIDENT SADAT'S AND 
EAHMY'S ASSESSMENT OF THE SITUATION AND ANY SUGGESTIONS 
THEY MAY HAVE ABOUT HOW WE SHOULD REPLY TO PRESIDENT ASAD 
IE HE INDICATES TO US MORE PRECISELY WHAT HE WISHES US 

TO DO. I WOULD BE MOST GRATEFUL TO RECEIVE PRESIDENT 
SADAT'S AND FAHMY'S VIEWS AND MEANWHILE SEND TO BOTH OE 
THEM MY WARM PERSONAL REGARDS. ROBINSON 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INSTRUCTIONS, SPHERE OF INFLUENCE, FOREIGN RELATIONS, DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, 
THREATS, CAT-C, CHEROKEE 07/18/76 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 18 JUL 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: KelleyWO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE1 77831 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: ALATHERTON,JR.:LB 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: X3 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: P850050-2605 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760746/aaaabolm.tel 

Line Count: 96 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Office: ORIGIN NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS 
Reference: 76 AMMAN 3751 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: KelleyWO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09 JUN 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <26 OCT 2004 by KelleyW0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ASAD'S MESSAGE VIA HUSSEIN ABOUT SOVIET PRESSURE ON SYRIA 

TAGS: PFOR, PSDC, SY, EG, LE, US, UR, SA, (KISSINGER, HENRY A), (SADAT, ANWAR), (FAHMY, ISMAIL) 

To: CAIRO 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



